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order to retard competition but also to justify her holding
down of Slovakia, and to maintain that she had no right
to an independent existence. Then he launched upon a
eulogy of Hitler, praising him for his help in establishing
Slovakian independence. He then spoke in detail of the
national minority question, and said that he thought that
such a question did not exist The Germans were sub-
ordinating themselves to the new state, not to be unjust
to them, the original idea of dividing the state into
seven provinces was dropped, and it was divided into
only six, so as not to carve up certain German territories.
He admitted the discovery of organisations circulating
atrocity stories which were well equipped and even had
their own printing presses and plenty of money. But
he added that these organisations had a very difficult
time, as they could not find anybody to listen to them.
This applied even to former followers of Benes, both
here and in America. He finally spoke of Pan-Slavism,
which he rejected, arguing that-the Slovaks had been
suppressed by other Slavs for more than twenty years,
and that even as late as last November, the Poles, another
Slav people, had occupied purely Slovak territory which
it did not intend to return.

Tiso has deliberately perverted historical truths, but
it may be of value to listen to him. The Czechs, who are
referred to in his later arguments, have never desired
Pan-Slavism. I can bring ample proof of this. The only
thing they have striven for is the brotherly co-operation
of die other Slovak people. The Polish tension has
always been a sore point, which Benes desired to remove.